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By Leah Malan 

Once again, the Matrics had the chance 
to take part in the annual Polar Bear 
swim, only this year as with everything 
else, it was a li�le different.  

Unlike the previous polar bear swims, 
this year's was replaced with a different 
concept, the Ice Bucket Challenge. In 
this challenge the Matrics dressed up 
and took videos of a 5L bucket of ice-
cold water being poured over their 
heads. (We can clearly see that some 
family members delighted in pouring 
ice-cold water over their Matric!) 

By 14 August, all videos had been 
submi�ed to form teachers. Each video 
contributed to the learners’ Houses, 
earning points towards the Clephan 
Shield. Gladstone put together a 
fantasa�c video compila�on – 

PAILS AND POLAR BEARS 

Click here to watch the video

http://www.phsg.org.za
mailto:info@phsg.org.za
https://photos.app.goo.gl/X9W6GnwfwmfTWQcM6
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By Emily Hawkes

On 26 July and 22 August, Courtney Robbeson 
took part in the Junior Showing League of the “A 
Training and Affiliated Jumping Show” and the “A 
Training and Affiliated Jumping Show and 
Thoroughbred Series”, both of which are graded 
jumping shows.

Courtney and her horse, Olivia, jumped in two 
90cm classes, at both of the shows, namely, the 
Two Phase Class and the A2 Compe��on. In the 
first show, Courtney and Olivia competed against 
15 other riders and placed second in the Two 
Phase class and first in the A2 Compe��on. In their 
second show, they again placed second in the Two 
Phase Class and first in the A2 Compe��on, this 

�me against 25 other riders. These achievements 
put Courtney and Olivia 5th in the country for Junior 
Show jumping. In the second show, Courtney rode 
her other horse, Rainbow Warrior, in the same 
events.

New regula�ons were put in place to minimise the 
spread of Covid-19. Both riders and spectators had 
to prac�se social distancing and wear masks unless 
they were ea�ng or were compe�ng. No rose�es or 
cash prizes were handed out, to reduce the number 
of objects handled by mul�ple people. If a rider was 
placed, prize money was deposited directly into the 
rider's bank account. 

Well done Courtney and good luck for the next 
show! 

EXCELLING IN EQUESTRIAN

By Sabeehah Omar 

PHSG has not forgo�en about the underprivileged 
during this tough �me. Because we were unable to 
hold the annual Jersey Display, an alterna�ve way was 
found for students and their families to donate warm 
clothing, while s�ll being safe.  

From 4 July, a large container was le� outside Gate 3 
for dona�ons. Warm jerseys, socks, tracksuits filled 
the box within days.  

To encourage even more people to donate, house 
points were awarded to those who brought items.  

EVERY ACT OF 
KINDNESS COUNTS 

CHOICES, CHOICES!
By Sabeehah Omar 

The Grade 9s recently had to choose their subjects. It was a bit 
more challenging  for some, because of the quaran�ne. To 
assist the girls with this important decision, the school offered 
online subject choice counselling.  

Power Points were sent out to learners and parents 
containing informa�on about the various subjects offered at 
the school. The slideshows were informa�ve and managed to 
relieve some of the tension the Grade 9s were feeling.  

The Grade 9s had to adapt quickly to the ‘new normal’. They 
had to consider their marks as well as their future careers. 
Even though this was daun�ng, the learners did have an 
unusually long �me to consider their op�ons! 

With School-Days you can raise funds for our school when you shop at School-Days' Earn 
Partners like Dis-Chem and NetFlorist (and many more), and when you fill up at Shell using 

your digital Shell T card (you'll find it on the School-Days app). A percentage of  your spend 
is donated to the school at no extra cost to you!
 Join today!

Help us raise funds for our school. 

https://www.schooldays.co.za/?SchoolIdentifier=oqzft5#join-today
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Dear Fellow PHSG Parent

I miss you.

The mom in the green car - I miss seeing you in the 
mornings when I drop my daughter at School.  I have no 
idea what your name is, but we drop off at the same �me 
and we started gree�ng each other every morning.  I miss 
your smile and the posi�ve vibes.  

I miss the chat's we had wai�ng for the girls to finish music 
and your advice on how to survive the monster in my 
house.  Thank you for helping me feel normal when I 
realised what happens in my house happens in other 
homes too.  We know each other as “so and so's mom”.  I 
should have asked your name, I apologise. 

My Saturday mornings are so boring. Hockey moms (or 
should I call us the cheer leader team), my life is not the 
same without you.  I miss le�ng our hair down and going a 
li�le crazy next to the field while “embarrassing” the girls 
like only a mom can.  In our defence, we were the best 
support team that they ever had!

Looking at my memories on Facebook, I realised that it was 
almost �me for Spring Fair.  Suddenly I grasped that I 
missed the long hours packing the books, drinking coffee 
and ea�ng muffins with the team while working. I miss the 
hustle and bustle to get everything done in �me and even 
the mee�ngs. (Apologies to this year's Grade 8 parents, 
you will have no idea what I am talking about.  Believe me, 
you missed out on one huge life changing experience.) 
Looking at the photos I realised I made so many real, 
amazing, honest and hard-working friends.  

I made the decision to call my 'parent friends' that le� the 
school already.  (My husband and I did not know when 
enough was enough, so I have been part of the school for 
quite a while.)  Dinky, to say thank you again for the 
beau�ful flowers that is s�ll blooming in my garden. Lungi 
to chat about her cooking and new life in Kuruman.  And so 
on and so on…  Amazing people that I would not have met if 
we did not journey with PHSG.

Being a parent is the most difficult task ever.  We all believe 
that we are right and some�mes it is really difficult to see 
the view of others. We are like a library filled with books.  
Large books, small books.  Old books, new books.  Funny 
books, serious books. Cheap books, expensive books.  
Books of various size, colours, melodies, themes, genre.  
Yet, when we sit together and wait for our girls, or 
suppor�ng them next to the field, we are all one.  We 
experience the same disappointments, frustra�ons and 
uncondi�onal love for our children.  This unites us in 
parenthood. 

During this �me of uncertainty and con�nuous change, 
let's remember that we are in this together.  When you feel 
down, frustrated, or angry, remember the warm and fuzzy 
feeling we shared as the PHSG family next to the sport field.  
Most importantly, you are not alone.

PHSG parent, although I forgot to ask your name and I 
know you only as “daughter's” mom, I need to tell you that 
you are loved and missed.

Hope to see you soon!
Lots of love
Me

LETTER FROM A PARENT 

5! 6! 7! 8!
By Neha Singh  

Pretoria High School for Girls offers an extraordinary 8th 
subject for students who feel more comfortable expressing 
themselves through non-verbal communica�on. Dance 
Studies, taught by Mrs Russell, has given learners an 
experience of a life�me and has broadened their 
knowledge about the world of dance. 

Dance Studies has a theory and prac�cal component. 
Specific dance capabili�es are taught to the girls to equip 
them with the skills to communicate and express their 
thoughts through dance. Aside from the prac�cal 
component, the theory component covers a variety of 
sec�ons including: the anatomy, types of injuries, aspects of 
music theory, improvisa�on, choreography and much 
more. 

During the lockdown, huge adjustments had to be made. 
Learners had to record their prac�cal classes and WhatsApp 
their teacher. Mrs Russell made sure to host online 
mee�ngs with her students every week and she even 
incorporated and extra hour of fitness, strengthening and 

flexibility training. This extra hour was greatly enjoyed by 
both the girls and their families as the family members 
joined on the side lines.  

“I was really amazed at the dedica�on of the learners. They 
were always on �me and always correctly dressed. They 
took their lessons very seriously. I was happily surprised by 
their unfailing dedica�on and perseverance. And here we 
are, five months later, s�ll going strong,” said Mrs Russell. 

It is highly beneficial if anyone considering taking this as an 
8th subject has some form of dance training. But the biggest 
and certainly the most important requirement of all, is lots 
and lots of passion. 

“Ballet during lockdown has meant a lot to me. I have been 
doing ballet for almost nine years so to not carry on, would 
have been devasta�ng. Mrs Russell made the Zoom classes 
happen and mo�vated us to keep coming and to work hard. 
I was so grateful for this. We all worked hard despite each of 
our situa�ons. Though some classes have not always been 
easy owing to bad network or even limited space, it has 
been great to keep dancing and staying connected with all 
my classmates and my dedicated teacher,” said grateful 
learner in in Gr 9,  Jasmine Geldenhuys. 
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By Neha Singh 

Pretoria High School for 
Girls' has had a feeding 
program up and running 
for quite some �me. 
T h i s  p a n d e m i c  h a s 
caused many to face the 
c h a l l e n g e  o f 
unemployment. The 
school reached out to 
stores, in the area, to ask 
f o r  d o n a � o n s ,  t o 
provide support for 
PHSG families who are 
struggling financially.

Monument Park Spar 
has agreed to donate 
R1500 per month for the 
next  three months. 
Their dona�on is greatly 
valued and appreciated 
by the school and all 
those the money will 
h e l p .  S h o u t  o u t  to 
Monument Park Spar!

THANK 
YOU! 

NATIONAL 
AQUATIC CHAMPION 
By Malaika Miteo

Last year December, Georgie Dillon, in Grade 10 Van Zyl, competed in the Na�onal Age 
Group compe��on in Durban. This was a provincial diving compe��on and the results 
that she achieved during this compe��on got her selected as a provincial representa�ve.

This is a personal achievement, however, as Georgie is a member of PHGS's diving team. 
She has achieved numerous awards for diving. Her posi�on as a provincial representa�ve 

requires her to stay dedicated 
and to con�nue prac�cing. 
Even though she has only been 
diving for two years, this has 
always been one of her goals 
and she is thrilled to have 
achieved it in such a short span 
of �me. 

Earlier this year Georgie also 
r e c e i v e d  a n  a w a r d  f o r 
qualifying as a Na�onal Aqua�c 
Champion. She competed in 
m a n y  s m a l l  s c h o o l 
compe��ons and received 
second place in the 2018 and 
2019 Inter-Highs and in 2020 
she placed third overall. Her 
long term goal is to compete in 
the 2024 Olympics and to make 
her country proud.
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September Birthdays

1 - Ms Burger – Mathema�cs

1 - Mrs Giliomee – Consumer 

Studies

1 - Mrs van der Walt – Physical 

Sciences

2 - Mr Mokhine –  Hostel 

5 - Mrs Mjadu – Physical 

Sciences

5 - Mr Masia – Support 

6 - Mrs Wright – Mathema�cs

8 - Mrs Ntuli – Accoun�ng and 

Business Studies

9 - Mrs Shelley – English

9 - Mrs Mare – French

15 - Mr Molefe – Gardener 

16 - Mr Smit – German

19 - Ms Saunders – Mathema�cs

21 - Mrs Schoombie – Deputy 

Principal

23 - Mr Moloro – Support Staff 

27 - Mrs Brimecombe – 

Accoun�ng

28 - Mrs Oertel – English

29 - Mrs Kutu – Support Staff

Farewell

We bid farewell to Mrs Molekoa 

a�er many years of dedicated 

service as part of the hostel 

kitchen team, she will be missed.

Welcome

We are delighted to have Mrs 

Madiba back from Maternity 

leave. We also welcome Mr 

Cornelis Swart, who has joined 

the team as the new Facili�es 

Manager.

STAFF NEWS   FIRE MARSHALL TRAINING 

The Rekord

PHSG is so proud of Mrs Pike, who made the 
news for her recently released volume of 
Afrikaans poetry, Gisterwinter. “Even my senior 
classes are excited about Gisterwinter even 
though they are mainly English speaking, but 
we share the passion for both the language and 

poems. I want to inspire the young people of 
today to cherish literature since it prepares you 
for  the future,”  Mrs Pike told Rekord 
Newspaper.

Be sure to  to find out more read the ar�cle
about her incredible story.

MRS PIKE RELEASES ‘GISTERWINTER’

By Ms Mello

Ten PHSG staff members undertook a fire marshal course on Saturday 22 
August. The main reason for the training is to ensure that we are, at all �mes, 
prepared to protect our learners and staff should we have fire in our premises. 
The course covers Unit Standard 11506 and Unit Standard 120331, relevant to 
basic knowledge of fires and emergency preparedness, including emergency 
procedures.

The course included a prac�cal on how to fight a fire.

https://rekordeast.co.za/347975/local-teacher-dedicates-poem-to-her-daughter-who-died-in-2002/
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REPORTING STRUCTURES
FOR PARENTS AND LEARNERS

Should all these avenues fail to address 
your concern, please contact the School 
Governing Body.

Note:
Please address all complaints in writing to 
info@phsg.org.za and they will be forwarded on to the 
relevant person or department.

SUBJECT 

RELATED QUERY

SUBJECT TEACHER

HEAD OF SUBJECT 

HEAD OF 

DEPARTMENT

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: 

ACADEMICS

PRINCIPAL

EXTRA MURAL 
RELATED QUERY

COACH / 
LIAISON TEACHER

SPORT / CULTURAL / CLUB / 
SERVICE ORGANISER  

HEAD OF SPORT / CULTURE / 
CLUB / SERVICE

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
EXTRA & CO-CURRICULAR

PRINCIPAL

FORM ORGANISER

DISCIPLINE RELATED QUERY 

FORM TEACHER

GRADE EXECUTIVE

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
OPERATIONS & DISCIPLINE

PRINCIPAL

LEARNER QUERY

RCL EXECUTIVE 

PRINCIPAL

LEARNER REPORTING 
STRUCTURES

RCL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

LEARNER HEAD 
OF RCL

FORM ORGANISER

PASTORAL
RELATED QUERY

FORM TEACHER

GRADE EXECUTIVE

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
PASTORAL & BOARDING

PRINCIPAL

BOARDING RELATED QUERY 

SENIOR HOUSE MISTRESS

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
PASTORAL & BOARDING

PRINCIPAL

FORM ORGANISER

TEACHER

HAIR & UNIFORM COMMITTEE

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
OPERATIONS & DISCIPLINE

PRINCIPAL

SENIOR HOUSE MISTRESS

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:
PASTORAL & BOARDING

PRINCIPAL

PASTORAL / ACADEMIC /  DISCIPLINEADMINISTRATIVE

HOSTEL SECRETARY FAMILY HEAD

EVENTS Stay up to date! Get the PHSG Calendar by clicking here!

Desktop Application

Mobile Application

Click

Click Click

Once you have installed the 
Applica�on, you will need to 

enter your Name, Surname, ID 
Number, Country, Cell Phone 
Number, Password and Email 

Address. 

REMEMBER TO CONNECT TO 
YOUR DAUGHTER’S PROFILE!

KEEP INFORMED WITH D6 CONNECT

mailto:info@phsg.org.za
https://teamup.com/kso59v9oc4tfijptrc
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.limitlessvirtual.principalplus
https://apps.apple.com/za/app/principal-talk/id1133074303
https://d6.co.za/education/products/d6-plus/d6-connect/desktop/
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